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Scouts earns Merit Badge
Dear Editor,
I’m writing a report on the Lamor-
inda newspaper for my Boy Scouts 
Merit Badge. I’m supposed to say 
a thing I enjoy about the paper. I 
think it was a great idea to have the 
winning team of soccer or basket-
ball in the newspaper. It is very fun 
to see your name and picture in the 
paper and show your family.

Chandler Peatross

Dear Editor,
For a Boy Scout requirement I am 
supposed to write to you and ex-
press my opinion or share informa-
tion with you. I would like to fi rst
express my opinion. I love all the 
work you guys do over there. I 
sometimes go out and grab the 
newspaper at my house and I al-
ways like looking at the front page. 
I would like to share information 
with you but I don’t currently have 
anything very important. When I 
do get some information I’ll make 
sure you’re the fi rst to hear. 

Charlie Peacock

What about other large vehicles 
on El Toyonal?
Dear Editor,
Why now? I’ve been here 40 years. 
They use small busses on upper 
El Toyonal. What about garbage 
trucks, or UPS trucks? What about 
fi re trucks? 
 Our city needs to seek an ex-
emption or we withhold tax mon-
ey. For Uber or Lyft.

Caroline Smith
Orinda

Support local climate change ef-
forts
Dear Editor,
Climate change is a “tragedy of the 
(unregulated) commons.”
 Cattle herders in England in the 
early 1800s shared a “commons” 
on which they were each entitled 
to let their cows graze, as was the 
custom in English villages. Each 
individual herder had an incentive 
to add more cattle, because they 
would receive additional benefi ts 
from each additional animal, but 
the whole group would suffer if too 
many cattle were added and over-
grazing destroyed the commons.  
Only a rule-making authority that 
encompassed the entire commons 
could protect it.
 The Paris climate agreement is 
just such a rule-making authority 
that can limit destruction of our 
common atmosphere and climate. 
President Trump’s decision to 
withdraw is as narrow-minded and 

foolish as the cattle herders on the 
English commons.
 We the people can make up for 
president Trump’s failure by sup-
porting local actions such as state 
carbon tax legislation, SB 775, and 
choosing community choice en-
ergy providers for our counties and 
cities.

Jim Ulrick
Orinda

Onoda is out of touch with poet 
laureate
Dear Editor,
I hope I’m not the only one to see 
the ludicrous positioning of two 
news stories about Moraga govern-
ment on page 4 of the 5/31/ edition.
 First, Moraga’s budget “scrap-
ing the bottom of the barrel” and 
right next to it Moraga’s “Mayor 
Onoda wants to appoint Moraga’s 
own poet laureate.
 The town is in dire shape fi -
nancially which demands the full 
attention of our elected offi cials 
and, it won’t get a lot better soon.  
BUT the person who is ‘Mayor’ is 
concerned that SHE wants our own 
town poet, and that this is “an im-
portant ‘personal’ project of hers.” 
 We are told it would not be a 
paid position but that the person 
would be given an offi ce at the 
Hacienda at no charge so that they 
would write - as though that makes 
it OK.
 The town still has to pay for the 
overhead on that offi ce, to clean it, 
maintain it, light it, heat it, cool it, 
and to say nothing of insuring it as 
part of the building.  None of that 
is FREE.  
 It was suggested that Moraga 
join Orinda and Lafayette in such 
a project but according to the pa-
per, the “mayor would not hear of 
it” - - really? On top of that, she 
wants to the authority to make the 
appointment WITHOUT A VOTE 
OF THE COUNCIL.
 When I was a kid we had a 
snarky comeback for situations 
like this:  “Who died and made you 
king?”
 Mayor Onoda does not under-
stand her role as mayor. She is sup-
posed to represent all the people of 
the town and she is not to use her  
position  to further her personal 
projects.
 Shame on the council if it ap-
proves this proposal. And Mayor 
Onoda should resign her position 
so she can pursue her own ‘person-
al projects’ on her own time and 
dime.

Barbara Simpson
Moraga

Letters to the Editor

Opinions in Letters to the Editor are the express views of the writer and not necessarily those of the 
Lamorinda Weekly. All published letters will include the writer’s name and city/town of  residence -- 
we will only accept letters from those who live in, or own a business in, the communities comprising 
Lamorinda (please give us your phone number for verifi cation purposes only). Letters should be 350 
words or less; letters of up to 500 words will be accepted on a space-available basis.  Visit www.
lamorindaweekly.com for submission guidelines. Email: letters@lamorindaweekly.com; Regular 
mail: Lamorinda Weekly, P.O.Box 6133, Moraga, CA 94570

MODEL HOME NOW OPEN. RESERVE NOW TO
RECEIVE LIMITED-TIME BENEFITS.

Your place in Walnut Creek - now you can see (and reserve it) for yourself
at the Viamonte Preview Center. Opening in 2020, Viamonte will place you

at the intersection of nature and culture, serenity and vitality, creative
cuisine and cosmopolitan shopping. Adjoining The Orchards, a walkable community 

of shops, restaurants and tree-lined walkways in sight of Mt. Diablo,
Viamonte is now accepting refundable deposits on a limited number of

architecturally distinctive residences.

seeing is beliving.
reserving is rewarding.

Viamonte at Walnut Creek is a creative collaboration from the team that brings you the well-established Continuing Care Retirement Communities of 
The Tamalpais, The Sequoias San Francisco, and The Sequoias Portola Valley. Viamonte Senior Living is a California nonprofit public benefit corporation
and has sole financial responsibility for the development and operation of Viamonte at Walnut Creek. Benefits applicable to new appointments.

DYNAMIC SENIOR LIVING IN WALNUT CREEK •  OPENING 2020

CALL TODAY TO VISIT OUR
PREVIEW CENTER: 925-266-3633

165 LENNON LN, SUITE 105  •  WALNUT CREEK, CA 94598
VIAMONTELIVING.ORG

Giving Dreams an Address    

Lynda Snell & Jeff Snell
Your Real Estate Resource

(925) 683-2600      (925) 765-8700

Lynda@lyndasnell.com  |  Jeff@jeffsnell.com
CalBRE#00700106                    CalBRE@01333422

Search MLS, Buyer and Seller tools and Coming Soon Listings @ www.jeffsnell.com

Jeff  Snell & Lynda Snell ~ Your Real Estate Resource

3705 Highland Ct., Lafayette
For those seeking distinction... 
This rare top-of-hill, serene retreat captures

views & nature from 2+ acres. Attractive

single story 4 bedroom plus fabulous

outdoor living area with kitchen, pool & park-

like yard.  www.3705HighlandCt.com 
$1,495,000

Reporter 
Wanted
Lamorinda Weekly is looking for an additional 

City Reporter:

 

Required Qualifi cations:

Excellent writing and communication skills. Ethical

and professional. Live or work in or near the Lamorinda 

area and have the ability to write balanced, researched,

well-structured articles. Prior journalism experience

desired, but not required. 

 

Compensation: 

Compensation is made on a per article basis.

Please send your resume and writing sample 

to wendy@lamorindaweekly.com or call

(925) 377-0977

Local newspaper delivered to Lafayette, Moraga and Orinda


